Our Commitment to World Peace and Harmony
War and conflict have been part of the human condition throughout history.  There are three main causes of war within societies:  the acquisition of land or territory, the accumulation of wealth and/or the achievement of greater power or control.  Because of this, our world has had to endure blood and horror since its beginning.

In contrast, most societies have adopted a universal philosophy that, if practiced consistently, could reduce or even eliminate large scale conflict.  That philosophy, sometimes called the Golden Rule, or the ethic of reciprocity, teaches that if people will treat others in the same manner they would like to be treated, then each human being would be respected and each society would seek peace and harmony over hate and conflict. The Ethic of Reciprocity could be the common ground that brings all countries, societies, religions, and cultures together in support of harmony and world peace.
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Quotes from major world religious philosophies on mutual human respect and reciprocal action:

Baha’i Faith

Lay not on any soul a load that you would not wish to be laid upon you, and desire not for anyone the things you would not desire for yourself.

-- Baha’u’llah, Gleanings

Buddhism

Treat not others in ways that you yourself would find hurtful.

-- Udana-Varga 538
Christianity

Therefore all things whatsoever you would that men should do to you, do you even so to them: for this is the law and the prophets.

-- Matthew 7:12 KJV

Confucianism

One word which sums up the basis of all good conduct. . . Loving kindness.  Do not do to others what you do not want done to yourself.

-- Confucius, Analects 15.23
Hinduism

This is the sum of duty: do not do to others what would cause pain if done to you.

-- Mahabharata 5:1517
Islam

Not one of you truly believes until you wish for others what you wish for yourself.

-- Prophet Mohammad, Number 13 of Imam "Al-Nawawi's Forty Hadiths."

Jainism

One should treat all creatures in the world as one would like to be treated.

-- Mahavira, Sutrakritanga

Judaism

Thou shalt not take vengeance, nor bear any grudge against the children of thy people, but thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself: I am HaShem.

-- Torah, Vayikra (Leviticus) 19:18
Mormonism

Thus did Alma (the prophet) teach his people, that every man should love his neighbor as himself, that there should be no contention among them.
-- Book of Mormon, Mosiah 23:15

Native American Spiritualism

All things are our relatives.  What we do to everything we do to ourselves.  All is really one.

-- Black Elk
Scientology

20: Try to treat others as you would want them to treat you.

-- L. Ron Hubbard, "The Way to Happiness."

Sikhism

I am a stranger to no one; and no one is a stranger to me.  Indeed, I am a friend to all.

-- Guru Granth Sahib, page 1299

Taoism

Regard your neighbour’s gain as your own gain, and your neighbour’s loss as your own loss.

-- T’ai Shang Kang Ying P’ien, 213-218

Unitarianism

We affirm and promote respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part.

-- Unitarian Principle

Zoroastroism

Do not do unto others whatever is injurious to yourself.

-- Shayasi-na-Shayast 13:29
	
	Epictetus: "What you would avoid suffering yourself, seek not to impose on others." (circa 100 CE)
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	Kant: "Act as if the maxim of thy action were to become by thy will a universal law of nature."
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	Plato: "May I do to others as I would that they should do unto me." (Greece; 4th century BCE)

	[image: image3.png]



	Socrates: "Do not do to others that which would anger you if others did it to you." (Greece; 5th century BCE)
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	Seneca: "Treat your inferiors as you would be treated by your superiors," Epistle 47:11 (Rome; 1st century CE)


"Every religion emphasizes human improvement, love, respect for others, sharing other people's suffering. On these lines every religion had more or less the same viewpoint and the same goal." The Dalai Lama
